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State sets up cont

H lowa will identify and
offer money to three

‘sreat places’ to live.

By JON ERICSON
Courier Staff Writer

CEDAR FALLS — The concept
sounds both grand and simple:
Focus all of the state’s resources
on making communities better
places to live, work and play.

Gov. Tom Vilsack backed a new
initiative this year called Iowa
Great Places. The idea is to have
local communities come up with
concepts to make them unique,
livable and worthy of visits. Now
the state is taking the show on the
road and challenging communi-
ties to make the program work

On Wednesday, Anita Walker,
director of the lowa Department
of Cultural Affairs, came to the
Oster Regent Theatre to outline
the idea to area leaders and ask
them to make a case for making
the community a “great place”

If successful, they could receive
funding marketing, expertise and
a host of services from the state.

The state will identify three

such great places at theend of the .

year. From there, the chosen com-

munities have a year to show that

the state help went to good use.
The crowd Wednesday came

_ from. Waterloo, Cedar Falls,

Waverly and as far as Elkader.
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“It sounds real-
ly good,” said Al
Hayes, professor
of public policy

at the University

of  Northern

GREAT | lIowa. “I hope

PLACES | they can imple-
ment it well”

Hayes hopes a plan can be cre-

ated that benefits the Waterloo

and Cedar Falls area as a whole

or even encompass other towns
in the area.

Waverly City Council member
Connie Rasmussen also was
excited about the possibilities. She
commended the state on pooling
its resources.

“I think a lot of it is getting peo-
ple to learn to think outside the
box,” Rasmussen said.

Walker talked about thinking
outside the box in her presenta-
tion. She said the idea of getting
the various departments of the
state government to work togeth-
eris, in itself, a novel concept

She said representatives from 18
state departments discussed Vil-
sack’s plan. After a cool initial
period, she said department
heads got past their territorial
approach and found ideas.

For example, she said someone

" from the state Alcoholic Bever-

ages Division said they had hun-
dreds of trucks supplying stores
all over the state. They suggested
advertising on the sides of the

trucks for Iowa’s Great Places.

In promoting the proposal,
Walker took great care in trying to
take old government terms out of
her vocabulary. This is not a proj-
ect, but an initiative or a concept.
Communities will not submit
applications but will invite the
state to visit their communities.

The deadline for invitations is
July 1. Thats little more than a
month for the area to come up
with one or more|plans to present.

Those who are chosen will have
a team of coaches helping them

“What we

Walker listed
would need to
They would r

will have to come up with local
matches in effort and money.

Contact Jon Ericson at (319) 291-1402
or jonathan.ericso cfcourier.com.






